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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Education  Committee . 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Shire  Hall, 

Gloucester. 

81 67  March.  1925. 


I have  pleasure  in  placing  before  you  a summary  of  the  work  done  in  the 
10th  round  of  the  Schools  and  a few  conclusions  drawn  from  the  results. 

The  chief  progress  was  made  in  the  matter  of  treatment,  as  is  demon- 
strated in  statistical  form  in  the  table  on  page  11  Figures,  however,  do  not 
bring  out  the  full  value  of  our  arrangements,  for,  satisfactory  as  is  the  increase 
in  the  amount  of  treatment,  still  more  important  are  the  effects  on  the  parents' 
minds  as  to  the  desirability  of  early  attention  to  what  appear  to  be  slight 
defects,  and  the  large  numbers  of  persons  whose  interest  in  this  aspect  of 
preventive  medicine  is  secured.  The  proportion  of  heads  infected  with 
pediculosis  shows  a still  further,  but  very  slight,  reduction,  and  this  continued 
improvement  is  evidence  that  the  vast  amount  of  work  by  the  nurses  is 
beginning  to  have  its  effect  in  the  homes.  A departure  in  this  connection  is 
the  opening  of  the  Cleansing  Station  at  Stroud,  which  gives  promise  of  being 
very  useful. 

I would  draw  your  attention  particularly  to  the  note  on  “ Baths  for 
Children  ” on  page  17,  and  express  the  hope  that  the  pioneer  work  of  the 
District  Nurse  at  Tewkesbury  may  stimulate  enterprise  in  other  parts  of  the 
County. 

A brief  note  on  the  results  of  the  third  year’s  inspection  of  children  in 
secondary  schools  is  given  on  page  22. 

The  addresses  given  on  “ Milk  ” by  lady  demonstrators  of  the  National 
Milk  Publicity  Council  (see  page  23)  were  greatly  appreciated,  and  it  is  to  be 
desired  that  these  should  be  regarded  as  the  beginning  of  systematised  health 
instruction  in  our  schools.  In  practical  shape  they  might  well  be  followed 
by  a special  course  of  physical  exercises,  and  for  that  purpose  the  appointment 
of  an  organiser  of  physical  exercises  would  be  very  helpful. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

.T.  MIDDLETON  MARTIN, 

School  Medical  Officer. 
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rSfbfttlMntlt  Jlnmial  Ifhpcrt 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 


Staff. 

Medical. — There  has  been  no  change  in  the  Medical  Staff 
since  1921,  which  still  consists  of  two  whole-time  Inspectors 
(a  man  and  a woman)  and  three  doctors,  who  are  also  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  for  their  respective  areas.  Each  of  the  whole- 
time  Inspectors  devotes  about  50  days  to  the  examination  of 
children  in  Secondary  Schools. 


Nursing. — The  nursing  arrangements  have  not  been  altered 
since  1916  except  that  gradually  the  number  of  District  Nurses 
associated  in  the  work  have  increased  from  75  in  that  year  to 
122  in  1924.  Associated  with  them  are  eight  whole-time  County 
Health  Superintendents,  who  not  only  supervise  the  work  of  the 
District  Nurses  but  also  give  them  support  and  encouragement 
as  required.  Close  co-ordination  with  other  branches  of  work 
is  secured  in  that  all  these  nurses  also  undertake  Health  \ isiting, 
etc.,  and  the  County  Health  Superintendents  inspect  the 
Nurses  as  District  Nurses  by  arrangement  with  the  County 
Nursing  Association.  The  mass  of  work  undertaken  is  large 
and  increasing,  as  shown  in  the  following  condensed  statement : — 


Visits  to  schools 

Children  examined  for  pediculosis  . . . 
No.  of  examinations  of  such  children 
Visits  to  defective  children  ... 


1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

2,007 

2,312 

2,1 6S 

2,357 

41,947 

43,540 

47,276 

49,822 

53,213 

53,177 

54,737 

58,065 

3,334 

4,371 

4,901 

4,237 

Though  there  is  necessarily  variation  in  the  standard  of 
work  when  such  large  numbers  are  engaged,  it  can  be  confidently 
stated  that  it  is  carried  out  conscientiously  and  thoroughly,  and 
that  those  engaged  in  it  are  taking  an  increasing  interest  in  the 
preventive  aspects.  This  has  recently  been  shown  in  the  selection 
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of  cases  for  examination  by  the  ear  and  tliroat  surgeon,  ophthalmic 
surgeon  and  orthopaedic  surgeon  ; particularly  amongst  the  last 
group  has  it  been  gratifying  to  see  how  careful  have  been  the 
District  Nurses  in  discovering  cases  amongst  children  they  see  as 
Health  Visitors.  Further,  on  numerous  occasions  has  it  been 
demonstrated  that  the  official  records  by  no  means  bring  out  the 
very  useful  action  taken  by  District  Nurses  who  as  a class  have 
such  a personal  interest  in  the  children,  and  I am  convinced  that 
as  their  standard  improves — and  it  is  improving — we  shall  have 
in  them  an  increasingly  valuable  agency  for  promoting  the 
health  and  welfare  of  our  child  population. 

School  Hygiene. 

The  Medical  Inspectors  noted  in  their  routine  reports  im- 
provements which  they  found  in  nine  schools  during  their  round, 
and  drew  attention  to  matters  at  sixteen  other  schools  whereby 
conditions  might  be  made  more  satisfactory.  The  subject  of 
hygienic  conditions  in  schools  is  very  wade  and,  while  some  of 
the  modern  schools  leave  little  to  be  desired,  the  older  buildings 
are  by  no  means  ideal.  It  is  understood  that  the  Inspectors  of 
the  Board  of  Education  are  now  making  a survey,  and  the  records 
that  have  been  accumulated  in  the  course  of  medical  inspection 
should  be  helpful. 

Medical  Inspection. 

Approximately  threequarters  of  the  time  of  the  whole-time 
Inspectors  is  spent  in  the  Elementary  Schools  and  one  quarter  in 
the  Secondary  Schools.  The  numbers  of  children  examined  by 
them  and  the  part-time  Inspectors  in  the  former  schools  are  : — 
No.  of  children  on  the  registers  of  the  434  departments  ...  41 ,022 

Children  examined  : 

A.  Code  groups — 


Entrants 

...  3,999 

Intermediates  ... 

...  4,034 

Leavers  ... 

... 

...  3,772 

Specials  : 

Re-examinations 

• • • 

...  6,861 

Less  examined  as  “ routine  ”... 

... 

952 

New  specials 

5,909 

289 

6,198 

Total  children  examined  ...  ...  ...  18,003 

During  1924  the  Board  of  Education  suggested  that  the 
numbers  of  children  examined  as  “ routines,”  especially  entrants, 


were  not  so  large  as  they  would  expect.  The  fall  noticed  in 
1921-2  and  1922-3  in  the  following  table  will  be  seen  to  corre- 
spond in  some  degree  with  the  decrease  in  the  birth-rate  : — 


1919- 20 

1920- 21 

1921- 22 

1922- 23 

1923- 24 


Birth  Bate 

Percentage 

on  A verage  Attendance. 

five  years  before. 

Entrants.  Intermediates. 

Leavers. 

18.0  (1915) 

15.2 

12.4 

14.2 

17.9  (1916) 

12.1 

11.3 

10.7 

14.7  (1917) 

9.9 

11.3 

10.2 

15.2  (1918) 

9.9 

11.5 

10.3 

16.4  (1919) 

11.1 

11.2 

10.4 

The  total  number  of  children  for  whom  special  cards  have 
been  provided  is  8,858,  or  21.6  per  cent,  of  the  numbers  on  the 
registers — a fairly  constant  proportion.  They  are  distributed 
as  follows  : — 


Cured  Cases  : Old 
New 

Under  observation 
New  Cases  : Routine  ... 

•Specials  ... 


2,055 

1,230 

3,285 

4,136 

1,148 

289 

1,437 


Total  8,858 

The  number  of  children  examined  during  the  calendar  year 
1924  was  18,716  and  the  time  occupied  was  1,910  hours;  this 
works  out  at  an  average  of  approximately  10  children  per  hour, 
a rate  which  is  maintained  fairly  steadily  year  by  year. 


Measuring  Appliances. 

A standard  for  measuring  heights,  with  a movable  head- 
piece,  is  fixed  in  each  school.  For  weighing,  a portable  steelyard  is 
carried  from  school  to  school  in  a compact  case  : the  steelyards 
are  tested  each  year  and  rarely  are  there  any  but  minor  adjust- 
ments necessary.  The  maximum  error  was  found  in  No.  3, 
which  was  “ 2 oz.  free  on  balance.” 


Places  of  Inspection. 

In  the  great  majority  of  the  schools  the  children  are  examined 
in  one  of  the  class  rooms  ; at  14  schools  a teacher's  room  was 
made  available,  in  11  small  schools  part  of  the  room  was  divided 
by  a curtain,  at  five  a mission  room  was  used,  and  at  one  each 
a vestry  and  a work  room. 

Assistance  at  Times  of  Inspection. 

Amongst  the  advantages  of  the  close  association  of  District 
Nurses  in  various  branches  of  health  activities  is  their  wide 
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distribution  whereby  they  are  available  locally  at  all  times. 
They  were  present  at  the  inspection  of  the  children  in  277  of  the 
total  434  departments  during  1923-4,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in 
time  a district  nurse  will  attend  on  every  occasion.  By  their 
presence  they  minimise  the  disturbance  of  the  work  of  the 
teachers  and  are  able  to  receive  first-hand  instruction  of  the 
Medical  Inspectors  on  the  children  whom  they  will  have  under 
observation  for  special  care  and  treatment. 

Findings  of  Medical  Inspection. 

The  general  results  of  the  examination  of  14,718  children 
(11,805  routine  and  2,913  specials)  are  given  in  Table  II  at  the 
end  of  the  report.  Of  the  11,805  children  examined  in  the 
code  groups  6,027,  or  51  per  cent.,  were  reported  to  present  no 
defect  caling  for  notice  ; the  remaining  5,778  had  8,201  defects 
or  approximately  three  defects  to  every  two  children.  The 
grouping  of  those  defects  is  as  follows  : — 

Entrants.  Intermediates.  Leavers.  Total . 


No.  examined  ... 

3,999 

4,034 

3, 

772 

11,805 

No. 

0 / 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/ 0 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

Nose  and  throat 

1,001 

25.0 

901 

22.3 

664 

17.6 

2,566 

21.8 

Teeth  (over  3 decayed) 

825 

20.6 

696 

17.3 

346 

9.2 

1.867 

15.8 

Heart  trouble  ... 

136 

3.4 

325 

8.1 

381 

10.1 

842 

7.1 

Glandular  enlargement 
Vision  (6  /12  and  worse) 

378 

9.5 

334 

8.3 

124 

3.3 

836 

7.1 

R.  eye 

8 

6.3 

194 

5.0 

236 

6.3 

438 

t).  < 

External  eye  ... 

96 

2.4 

123 

3.0 

SO 

2.1 

299 

2.5 

Defective  hearing  (R) 

38 

.95 

75 

1.9 

71 

1.9 

184 

1.6 

Ear  discharge  ... 

58 

1.45 

55 

1.4 

62 

1.6 

175 

1.5 

Skin  disease 

47 

1.2 

46 

1.1 

55 

1.5 

148 

1.3 

Deformities 

62 

1.55 

56 

1.4 

49 

1.3 

167 

1.4 

Bronchial  catarrh 

73 

1.8 

28 

.7 

10 

.3 

111 

.9 

Anaemia 

18 

.45 

37 

.9 

53 

1.4 

108 

.9 

Others 

75 

1.9 

145 

3.6 

240 

6.4 

460 

3.9 

Total 

2,815 

3,015 

2,371 

8,201 

The  numbers  under  the  last  item  (others)  include  severe 
malnutrition  (2),  hernia  (33),  suspected  tuberculosis  (31),  enlarge- 
ment of  thyroid  gland  (268),  and  various  minor  conditions. 
The  results,  generally  speaking,  vary  little  year  by  year,  though 
it  is  hoped  that,  as  the  work  now  undertaken  amongst  infants 
under  school  age  has  had  time  to  develop,  it  will  show  its  effect  in 
a diminished  proportion  of  defects  among  entrants,  and  as  men- 
tioned below  there  is  already  some  indication  of  a commence- 
ment. From  its  character,  however,  it  will  naturally  not  reach 
its  full  dimensions  for  some  years  to  come,  though  the  lines  on 
which  infant  welfare  is  being  developed  are  sound  and  persistent. 

Reference  was  made  last  year  to  the  investigation  which 


has  been  made  as  to  the  distribution  of  the  defects  geograpliieally 
and  to  the  fact  that  it  appeared  to  be  difficult  at  present  to  draw 
reliable  conclusions,  except  as  to  goitre  and  possibly  pediculosis. 
It  is  hoped  that  before  long  it  may  be  practicable  to  take  some 
action  with  a view  to  reducing  the  incidence  of  goitre  in  certain 
districts. 

As  regards  defects  of  the  ear,  nose  and  throat,  we  already 
appear  to  have  reached  a stage  when  one  can  say  definitely  the 
results  of  treatment  are  commencing  to  become  clear.  Defects 
of  noses  and  throats  are  important  causes  of  defective  hearing 
and  discharge  from  the  ears  : both  among  infants  and  leavers 
these  two  conditions  have  been  reduced  by  about  30  per  cent, 
between  1909  and  1923.  This  indication  is  encouraging,  and 
before  many  years  are  passed  it  will  probably  be  more  clearly 
evidenced,  not  only  in  respect  of  hearing,  but  also  in  other 
directions. 

Pediculosis  of  the  Head. 

Though  on  the  whole  there  was  a slight  improvement  shown 
by  the  records  of  the  examinations  of  children’s  heads  by  nurses, 
it  is  most  disappointing  that  still  over  I child  in  10  is  found  to 
have  pediculosis  in  its  hair. 

There  certainly  has  been  a reduction  of  about  60  per  cent, 
since  inspection  of  heads  by  nurses  was  first  commenced  in  1908  ; 
but  though  in  some  directions  there  appear  to  be  signs  of  con- 
tinuing improvement  they  are  not  so  marked  as  to  encourage 
hopes  that  the  objectionable  nature  of  the  condition  is  appreciated 
in  the  homes.  This  is  instanced  in  the  state  of  affairs  found 
amongst  infants  in  1924,  when  16  per  cent,  were  found  to  be 
affected  with  pediculosis,  a higher  figure  than  in  any  year  since 
1916.  The  most  encouraging  fact  is  that  among  older  girls  in 
the  County  as  a whole  it  is  lower  (16.5  per  cent.)  than  in  any  previous 
year  ; if  this  can  be  interpreted  as  indicating  that  gradual^  a 
public  opinion  is  growing  up  amongst  the  girls  that  infection  is 
a disgrace,  part  of  our  work  has  been  well  done  and  there  is  hope 
of  steady  improvement. 

At  the  end  of  1924  a step  of  considerable  importance  was 
taken  by  the  Committee  whereby  our  hands  have  been  greatly 
strengthened  in  dealing  with  this  condition  in  the  Stroud  neigh- 
bourhood : this  was  the  decision  to  open  a cleansing  station  in 
Stroud.  The  intention  was  to  make  use  of  it  for  those  cases  in 
which  parents  had  failed  to  act  on  the  warning  notices,  but  the 
place  was  not  available  for  use  until  early  in  1925.  Up  to  the 
time  of  writing,  the  School  Nurse  at  Stroud  had  “cleansed  ” 14 
children,  and  no  one  of  the  children  was  found  re-infected  at  a 
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subsequent  examination  after  intervals  of  ten  or  eleven  days. 
Had  they  been  re-infected  it  would  have  been  practicable  to 
take  proceedings  owing  to  the  existence  of  the  trouble  ; in  this 
way  the  Committee  have,  in  the  last  resort,  the  power  recom- 
mended in  my  report  on  “ Pediculus  Humanus  ” of  18th  June, 
1918 — but  it  is  only  after  a long  preliminary  procedure.  The  work 
at  Stroud  has  been  carried  out  in  a very  satisfactory  manner  by 
Nurse  Sambrooke,  and  in  such  a way  as  seems  to  have  secured  the 
co-operation — even  if  reluctant — of  the  recalcitrant  parents. 

The  mass  of  work  in  this  connection  is  indicated  by  the 
statement  that  in  the  course  of  1,806  visits  to  the  schools  over 
58,000  examinations  were  made  of  49,822  children,  and  8,642 
notices  were  sent  to  parents  and  arrangements  made  for  prosecu- 
tion under  the  bye-laws  in  respect  of  58  children  for  non- 
attendance. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

Minor  infectious  diseases  were  about  as  prevalent  in  1924 
as  in  the  previous  year,  but  the  incidence  varied  in  some  degree  : 
thus,  there  was  less  Scarlet  Fever  but  more  Measles  and  Mumps. 
Nearly  2,000  cases  of  Measles,  the  highest  number  since  1920 
(3,000),  were  reported,  and  1,400  cases  of  Mumps,  the  largest 
number  since  1912,  while  of  Chicken-pox  the  record  large  number 
of  1,138  cases  were  reported.  These  diseases  come  in  waves, 
the  intervals  between  the  crests  varying  in  length  extending 
over  a number  of  years  for  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  and  about 
one  to  two  years  for  Measles. 

As  regards  infectious  skin  conditions  almost  record  low 
numbers  were  noted  for  Ringworm  and  Impetigo.  The  cases  of 
Scabies  Avere  only  15  ; the  previous  lowest  number  AAas  24  in 
1915,  the  maxima  being  reached  in  1918  to  1920  with  such  large 
figures  as  164,  130  and  233  respectively.  All  these  cases  are 
followed  up  by  nurses,  but  that  the  present  arrangements  over 
the  County  generally  for  treatment  are  not  effective  is  shown 
by  the  unnecessarily  long  average  absences  of  four  weeks  for 
Impetigo  and  five  weeks  for  Scabies. 

Arrangements  for  “following-up  ” Children  with  Defects. 

After  each  inspection  the  names  of  children  in  need  of  special 
attention  are  sent  to  the  various  persons  concerned  in  the  welfare 
of  the  children — School  Nurses,  Children’s  Care  Committees  (for 
317  departments),  Head  Teachers  and  Managers,  and  through 
one  or  other  of  these  agencies  reports  are  received  within  a month 
or  so  of  the  inspection  ; within  this  period  1 .482  or  56.8  per  cent, 
of  2.616  children  had  been  given  treatment.  In  areas  accessible 
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to  out-stations  untreated  cases  are  followed  up  month  by  month. 
From  the  reports  of  the  School  Medical  Inspectors  after  the 
re-examination,  with  an  interval  of  about  12  months,  of  a total 
of  4,806  children  4352,  or  90.5  per  cent  had  had  more  or  less 
satisfactory  treatment. 

Treatment  of  Defects. 

The  arrangements  for  treatment  were  enlarged  during  1924 
by  the  opening  of  out-stations  in  connection  with  the  I'airford 
and  Winchcombe  Cottage  Hospitals,  though  they  were  in  use  for 
only  a short  time  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  The  progress  of 
the  work  under  the  schemo  for  the  extension  of  medical  services 
year  by  year  is  set  out,  so  far  as  school  children  are  concerned  in 
the  following  statement  : — 


1921-22. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924 

(about  8 months) 

Openings  of  Out-Stations  : 

Routine 

225 

407 

407 

420 

Intermediate  ... 

...  — 

— 

— 

280 

Cases  seen  ... 

272 

942 

1,566 

1,954 

Attendances 

758 

2,282 

4,239 

5,326 

Average  attendance  at  Routine 

openings 

3.3 

5.6 

10.6 

9.9 

Specialist  cases  : 

Vision  ... 

121 

489 

692 

617 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

48 

210 

374 

730 

Orthopaedic,  etc. 

Throat  operations  . . . 

- 

- 

25 

48 

56 

159 

312 

386 

Spectacles  obtained  ... 

24 

169 

428 

325 

The  above  records  are  in  respect  of  school  children  only  and 
form  a part  only  of  the  work  undertaken  at  the  out-stations  ; 
equally  useful  treatment  is  given  to  children  under  school  age, 
though  from  the  fact  that  they  are  never  aggregated  in  buildings 
as  school  children  the  work  amongst  them  has  developed  more 
gradually  ; amongst  them  the  numbers  of  cases  in  1924  were 
throe  times  those  in  1922.  whilst  the  attendances  increased  four 
times.  Most  of  the  examinations  of  throats  and  special  senses 
are  made  by  the  specialist  surgeons  on  the  staffs  of  the  General 
Hospitals  at  Bristol,  Cheltenham,  Gloucester  ; but  a small  number 
of  patients  go  to  the  smaller  hospitals  at  such  places  as  Ciren- 
cester, Stratford-on-Avon  and  Stroud.  During  1924  the 
Ophthalmic  and  Ear  and  Throat  Surgeons  paid  75  visits  to  out- 
stations,  the  average  number  of  school  cases  seen  being  about  11. 
The  Ear  and  Throat  Surgeons  operate  at  the  Cottage  Hospitals  (the 
number  of  cases  being  205)  as  well  as  at  the  General  Hospitals  ; 
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this  has  the  double  advantage  of  increasing  the  value  of  the 
hospitals  to  their  respective  neighbourhoods  and  enabling 
children  to  be  treated  near  their  homes  and  to  be  kept  as  in- 
patients for  the  night  in  all  instances  where  the  surgeon  considers 
it  desirable. 

A very  interesting  address  on  this  branch  of  the  work  was 
given  by  Mr.  Smurthwaite,  the  Ear  and  Throat  Surgeon  of  the 
Gloucestershire  Royal  Infirmary,  to  the  Gloucestershire  Branch 
of  the  British  Medical  Association.  He  had  reviewed  all  the 
children  in  the  city  schools  on  whom  he  had  operated,  and  found 
that  not  only  was  the  local  condition  cured  by  removal  of  the 
tonsils  and  adenoids,  but  also  that  hearing  had  improved  and 
ears  had  ceased  discharging  ; the  teachers  reported  very  great 
improvement  in  the  mental  qualities.  Later,  he  took  the  trouble 
to  visit  a large  school  in  the  County  with  me  and  made  a similar 
review  of  some  25  children  ; the  same  satisfactory  results  were 
found  and  the  head  teacher  reported  the  same  development  in 
the  mental  state. 

Another  advantage  from  the  Gloucestershire  arrangements 
is  the  large  number  of  persons  associated  in  the  wrork  who  are 
engaged  in  other  services,  and  who  carry  the  experience  and 
stimulation  they  derive  from  the  scheme  work  into  other 
branches  with  which  they  are  connected  ; this  applies  especially 
to  the  large  numbers  cf  district  nurses  who  assist  not  only  in  the 
schools  but  also  carry  out  health  visiting  for  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee.  There  is  one  further  gain  from  our 
organisation,  namely,  that  the  people  who  can  give  assistance 
in  the  homes  are  connected  with  the  treatment  scheme — the 
District  Nurses  : through  them  considerable  work  in  the  treat- 
ment of  minor  ailments  is  given  in  the  homes  when  no  out-station 
is  available  or  when  it  is  more  convenient  to  the  individual  or 
nurse,  and  this  and  much  other  assistance  given  by  the  nurses 
does  not  appear  in  any  statistical  statement.  It  is,  how- 
ever, largely  through  the  association  of  the  District  Nurses 
in  our  arrangements  that  the  children  have  this  special  benefit. 

The  chief  defect  of  the  scheme  is  that  it  does  not  yet  cover 
the  whole  County,  but  the  Education  Committee  and  the  County 
Council  have  been  so  encouraged  by  the  results  obtained  at  the 
original  eight  out-stations  that  they  have  made  arrangements 
for  the  opening  of  three  more,  namely,  at  Fairford  and  Winch- 
combe  Cottage  Hospitals,  and  at  a new  building,  now  in  course  of 
erection,  at  Soundwell,  on  the  borders  of  Bristol.  They  hope  to  be 
able  to  arrange  another  in  the  Northern  part  of  the  County  at  an 
early  date. 

It  was  mentioned  in  my  last  report  that  the  present  arrange- 
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ments  cover  about  one-third  of  the  County,  that  to  make  the 
service  complete  the  number  of  definite  centres  would  require 
to  be  increased  only  to  20,  and  that  the  cost  of  making  it  complete 
would  be  approximately  only  twice  the  present  amount  for  the 
work  now  done  in  about  one-third  of  the  area. 

Treatment  of  Orthopaedic  Cases. 

Special  consideration  is  now  being  given  to  the  care  and 
treatment  of  the  physical^  defective.  By  the  end  of  1923 
15  school  cases  had  been  examined  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon 
of  the  Cheltenham  General  Hospital,  and  during  1924  he  reported 
on  48  school  children.  Under  an  arrangement  with  the  Hospital, 
by  a judicious  selection  of  the  cases  it  was  possible  to  give  treat- 
ment to  18.  The  number  under  observation  at  the  Hospital 
and  Out-stations  was  46. 

The  County  Council  understands  that  so  far  they  have 
touched  but  the  fringe  of  the  problem,  and  a report  has  been 
desired  on  the  whole  range  of  the  services  required  to  deal  with 
it  adequately.  A statement  has  been  prepared  of  the  known 
cases  in  the  County,  both  amongst  school  children  and  infants 
under  school  age,  whether  due  to  tuberculosis  or  other  cause, 
and  is  here  summarised  so  far  as  the  children  of  school  age  are 
concerned  : — 


Tubercular. 

Non- Tubercular. 

Total. 

Spine  

3 

24 

27 

Legs  and  feet 

24 

87 

111 

Arms  and  hands  ... 

3 

8 

11 

Other 

1 

36 

37 

31 

155 

186 

— 

— 

— 

Amongst  other  sections  of  the  population  for  which  the 
Council  can  provide  there  are  further  300  known  cases,  and 
additional  cases  are  coming  to  light  gradually.  That  information 
is  by  no  means  yet  complete  is  shown  by  the  experience  of  Shrop- 
shire, in  Avhich  the  problem  has  been  thoroughly  attacked  during 
the  past  six  or  seven  years  ; that  County  has  a population  which 
is  about  two-thirds  that  of  Gloucestershire,  and  the  number  of 
cases  under  review  is  971.  When  the  arrangements  for  treat- 
ment are  developed,  more  systematic  enquiries  will  be  made 
with  a view  particularly  to  obtaining  information  of  the  early 
cases  and  their  treatment  before  serious  permanent  defect  has 
been  produced. 

The  Board  of  Education  have  expressed  appreciation  of  the 
commencement  of  this  branch  of  work  and  are  desirous  that  it 
shall  be  extended.  Their  suggestion  for  immediate  action  is 
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that  an  orthopaedic  nurse  shall  be  appointed  to  give  treatment 
and  after-care  at  the  out-stations,  and  they  consider  that 
additional  in-patient  accommodation  should  be  provided.  These 
are  also  the  views  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  with  respect  to  cases 
other  than  school  children. 

The  matter  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Committees 
concerned,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  possible  to  provide 
orthopaedic  treatment  on  a much  wider  scale  at  an  early  date. 

Open-Air  Education. 

The  advantages  of  children  spending  as  much  time  as 
practicable  in  the  open  air  have  been  demonstrated  widely  ; in 
hospitals,  particularly,  where  children  are  detained  for  varying 
periods,  the  beds  are  kept  as  much  as  possible  in  the  open. 
Normal  healthy  children  would  probably  gain  by  being  in  the 
open  air  for  even  longer  periods  than  they  are  at  present.  The 
time  spent  by  them  in  the  school  buildings  is  about  one-fifth  of 
each  school  day,  and  taking  the  whole  year  a child  is  in  a school 
building  for  about  one-eighth  of  its  time.  The  aggregate  effect 
of  the  school  environment  is  not,  therefore,  so  great  as  appears 
to  be  generally  thought,  but  the  conditions  of  elementary  educa- 
tion necessarily  result  in  children  being  very  closely  associated, 
whether  they  are  perfectly  fit  or  sub-normal  for  one  reason  or 
other,  including  minor  infections  such  as  colds,  etc.  Though 
the  school  period  is  relatively  short,  there  are  the  special  dangers 
of  this  association,  and  the  more  the  conditions  approximate 
to  those  of  the  open  air,  not  only  are  they  better  for  the  individual 
child  but  also  thereby  the  danger  of  infection  is  reduced.  Our 
climate  does  not  allow  of  permanent  open-air  arrangements,  but 
the  taking  of  classes  in  the  school  playgrounds  and  fields  may 
well  be  encouraged. 

The  only  special  accommodation  for  children  in  this  County 
is  that  provided  by  the  Joint  Committee  for  Tuberculosis  for 
children  with  glands,  etc.,  at  Standish  House  ; here  there  are 
always  some  78  children  in  residence,  spending  as  much  of  their 
time  as  possible  in  the  open  air.  Most  respond  well  to  the 
conditions,  and  the  Medical  Superintendent  reports  that  95  per 
cent,  of  them  are  greatly  improved  by  their  stay  at  Standish, 
which  averages  about  six  months.  The  average  increase  in 
weight  of  the  children  between  four  and  nine  years  in  the  ele- 
mentary schools  varies  from  about  3 lbs.  per  annum  at  four 
years  to  5 lbs.  per  annum  at  eight  years.  At  Standish  House 
the  lowest  gain  in  six  months  was  7-|  lbs.  and  the  highest  19|  lbs. 
in  six  months. 

There  are  many  more  children  who  would  benefit  by  the 
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stimulus  of  residence  under  these  conditions,  and  particularly 
amongst  the  nine  groups,  set  out  by  Sir  George  Newman  on  pp.  88 
and  89  of  his  report  for  1923,  may  be  mentioned  malnutrition  and 
anaemia.  School  environment  is  not,  however,  the  vhole  of 
the  problem  ; home  conditions  are  of  even  greater  importance, 
and  proper  feeding  and  management  there,  would  probably 
produce  the  most  far-reaching  results. 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

A summary  of  the  work  undertaken  during  1924  is  given  in 
Group  IV  of  Table  IV,  and  a comparative  statement  of  the  first 
gpypj}  rounds  of  the  schools  will  be  found  in  Table  C both  at 
the  end  of  this  report. 

The  children  examined  were  those  of  the  ages  of  six  to  nine 
years  inclusive  : these  formed  exactly  40  per  cent,  of  the  total 
on  the  registers.  The  proportion  of  children  with  defects  varies 
but  very  little  year  bv  year,  being  just  over  60  per  cent. 

Originally  there  was  an  interval  between  inspection  and 
treatment  to  give  time  for  encouragement  of  apathetic  parents 
so  that  as  many  children  as  possible  should  have  the 
advantage  of  treatment  by  the  dentists.  This  procedure  was 
varied  from  June  1921  onwards,  and  now  treatment  is,  in  general, 
given  at  the  time  of  inspection.  For  the  first  two  years  a smaller 
proportion  of  defective  children  were  treated,  but  under  the  new 
arrangements  the  dentists  could  get  round  the  schools  more 
quickly,  and  they  were  thus  able  to  treat  many  more  children  in 
the  course  of  the  year.  In  the  last  round  of  the  schools  not  only 
were  the  total  numbers  maintained  but  a larger  proportion  of 
defectives  had  the  advantage  of  the  dental  services,  the  percentage 
reaching  the  maximum  of  61. 

So  far  as  practicable,  conservative  treatment  is  given  to  the 
permanent  teeth,  the  proportion  of  fillings  to  extractions  being 
about  5 to  1 . Under  school  conditions,  extraction  of  affected 
temporary  teeth  is  generally  adopted.  The  operations  under  - 


taken  during  1924  were  : — 

Extractions  ... 

Dressings 

Fillings 

Scalings 

Tewjwrar)/  Teeth, 
10,897 
...  7 

Permanent  Teeth 
408 

20(5 

2,200 

9(5 

Total 

10,904 

2,910 

The  steady  improvement  during  the  past  three  years  in  the 
proportion  of  consents  to  treatment,  from  54.0  per  cent,  in 
1921-22  to  60.9  per  cent,  in  1924,  is  very  encouraging,  and  is  a 
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practical  indication  of  the  manner  in  which  this  branch  of  the 
work  appeals  to  all  concerned.  On  the  other  hand  parents  <tttenc 
but  seldom,  the  small  proportion  of  12  per  cent,  in  142_  and  14-3 
falling  to  11  per  cent,  in  1924;  this  gives  little  scoxje  to  the 
dentists  for  formal  addresses,  but  they  use  the  opportunity  of  talk- 
ing to  the  parents  at  the  time  of  the  examination  and  treatment 
of  their  respective  children,  and  it  is  possibly  as  a fruit  of  this  that 
increasing  numbers  are  having  the  advantage  of  their  services. 
It  is  also  probably  a recognition  of  the  manner  in  which  both 
Mr.  Wakley  and  Mr.  Wren  handle  the  children.  There  is  already 
indication  that  still  larger  numbers  are  accepting  treatment,  and 
if  the  present  rate  continues  the  proportion  will  be  much  higher 
throughout  the  year. 

A slight  modification  of  our  procedure  was  adopted  in 
January  1925  whereby  in  small  schools  inspection  is  offered  to 
all  children  irrespective  of  age,  and  treatment  is  given  to  all 
requiring  it  whose  parents  have  agreed.  So  far  as  our  short 
experience  of  the  new  procedure  goes,  the  arrangement  works 
satisfactorily.  To  make  it  apply  to  the  whole  County  the  services 
of  two  more  dentists  would  be  required,  but  the  alternative  of 
employing  selected  senior  dental  students  from  Bristol  I ni versify 
has  this  to  commend  it,  that  it  would  probably  be  less  expensive 
and  that  it  would  give  them  an  insight  into  a branch  of  work 
which  should  be  useful  to  them  when  they  get  into  practice. 

Physical  Training. 

No  speciail  provision  has  been  made  for  physical  training 
beyond  the  usual  exercises  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  the 
teachers.  The  appointment  of  an  organiser  of  Physical  Training 
came  up  at  the  meeting  of  the  Medical  Inspection  Sub-Committee 
on  3 1st  May,  when  it  was  mentioned  that  no  report  on  the  visit 
of  the  Inspector  of  Physical  Training  of  the  Board  of  Education 
had  been  received,  and  so  no  further  action  had  been  taken.  The 
Secretary  for  Education  reports  that  successful  courses  of 
“ Instruction  in  Physical  Exercises  ” for  teachers  have  been  held 
at  Cinderford  (two  classes),  Gloucester  and  Staple  Hill,  and  that 
these  were  attended  by  upwards  of  100  teachers.  He  also  reports 
that  it  was  proposed  to  extend  these  arrangements  to  enable  a 
course  of  instruction  to  be  given  at  Stroud. 

Provision  of  Meals. 

No  formal  arrangements  wore  made  by  the  Local  Education 
Authority  for  the  Provision  of  Meals  in  their  area  during  the 
year.  At  some  schools,  however,  there  are  voluntary  arrange- 
ments whereby  children  are  provided  with  food  or  drink. 
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and  this  action  has  been  greatly  appreciated  by  the  Committee. 
Information  on  this  matter  is  incomplete,  but  mention  may  be 
made  of  one  or  two  cases  as  a very  useful  example.  At  Moreton- 
in-the  Marsh  Council  School  the  Head  Teacher  obtained  a supply 
of  cups,  etc.,  and  cocoa  is  sold  in  the  middle  of  the  day  at  a 
charge  of  twopence  a week,  or  one  half-penny  for  a casual  cup  ; 
the  proceeds  are  not  only  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of  the 
materials  but  gradually  funds  are  accumulating  to  cover  the 
initial  expenses. 

Hr.  Rhind  reports  : — “ At  Henbury  Schools  in  the  winter 
hot  dinners  are  provided  daily  at  a cost  of  2d.,  and  very  excellent 
they  are.  as  I can  testify,  as  I usually  take  dinner  with  the 
children  when  I am  there.  Milk  is  provided  at  Tort  worth  Church 
of  England  School  and  at  Olveston  Infants'  School/'  At  Framp- 
ton  Cotterell  Church  of  England  School  “ Mugs  have  been 
bought  out  of  a school  fund  ; the  children  bring  cocoa  and  sugar  ; 
the  head  master  provides  milk  and  makes  the  cocoa  in  his  own 
house.  This  is  done  from  September  to  Whitsuntide." 

Dr.  Rhind's  comment  is  : — “ If  the  children's  mid-day  meal 
as  brought  from  home  was  supplemented  by  half  a pint  of  milk, 
either  hot  or  cold,  it  would  add  enormously  to  the  value  of  such 
a meal,  which  usually  consists  of  a ‘ hunk  of  bread  and  butter, 
sometimes  with  meat  between.  I try  to  impress  upon  teachers 
where  there  are  these  children,  and  also  on  the  children  them- 
selves, the  benefit  of  the  milk  to  them  ; but  milk  is  not  easy  to 
obtain  in  the  country  villages,  strange  to  say,  as  most  of  it  goes 
straight  off  to  the  towns." 


Baths  for  Children. 

The  only  place  in  the  County  where — so  far  as  information 
has  been  given — special  bathing  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  children  is  Tewkesbury.  These  were  entirely  due  to  the 
energy  and  enterprise  of  the  District  Nurse,  Mrs.  R . Smith,  who 
in  December  1921  induced  the  Corporation  to  place  at  her  disposal 
one  day  a week  two  baths  which  had  been  provided  for  troops 
billeted  in  Tewkesbury  during  the  war.  She  herself  superin- 
tended the  bathing  for  nine  months  ; in  September  1922  the 
Corporation  employed  a woman  for  the  purpose,  and  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  added  two  baths,  making  a total  of  four. 
During  1923  the  use  of  the  baths  was  thrown  open  to  girls  who 
had  left  school  and  to  women  on  Fridays  from  2 to  8 p.m.,  at  a 
charge  of  3d.  ; on  Saturdays  they  are  available  for  school  children 
free  from  10.30  a.m.  to  1.30  p.m.  Writing  on  2nd  December, 
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1924,  Mrs.  Smith  says  : — “ Last  Saturday  there  were  70  children  ; 
some  had  to  go  away  as  there  was  not  time.  There  are  seldom 
fewer  than  60.  The  woman  in  charge  is  excellent  ; she  has 
“ bathed  some  of  our  dirtiest  slum  children,  as  she  says,  ‘ poor 
“ things,  they  have  no  idea  how  to  wash,  never  having  seen  a bath 
“ before/  On  Friday  afternoons  the  women  attend  in  large 
“numbers,  the  takings  often  amounting  to  fourteen  or  fifteen 
•“  shillings.-' 

This  is  an  example  that  might  well  be  copied  elsewhere, 
and  there  is  no  reason  why  arrangements  so  successful  in  such  a 
-comparatively  small  place  as  Tewkesbury  should  not  prove 
equally  happy,  for  example,  at  Cinderford,  Cirencester,  Kings- 
wood,  and  Stroud,  to  mention  a few  more  populous  parts. 


Co-operation  of  Parents,  Teachers,  School  Attendance  Officers 
and  Voluntary  Agencies. 

The  attitude  of  parents  towards  the  medical  and  dental 
work  is  to  a certain  extent  indicated  by  their  attendance  at  the 
times  of  the  examination  of  their  children.  It  is,  however, 
somewhat  curious  that,  while  rather  more  than  a quarter  of  the 
parents  are  present  for  the  medical  inspection,  only  about  one- 
eighth  of  the  children  due  for  examination  by  the  dentists  are 
accompanied  by  their  parents.  Another  manner  in  which  some 
indication  is  given  is  by  the  proportion  of  cases  in  which  no 
effort  has  been  made  to  give  treatment  ; between  1910  and  19kf> 
this  was  about  one-fifth,  but  the  last  few  years  has  fallen  to  one- 
tenth.  This  result  is  also  to  some  extent  a measure  of  the 
effectiveness  of  the  following-up  which  is  gradually  becoming 
more  thorough  : it  has  been  influenced  by  the  fact  that  treat- 
ment arrangements  have  been  provided  by  the  local  authority 
for  about  one-third  of  the  County,  but  they  cover  only  a limited 
number  of  the  conditions  in  question  and  have  been  operative 
for  only  about  three  years.  The  general  impression  is,  however, 
conveyed  that,  on  the  whole,  parents  appreciate  a little  better 
the  advantages  of  medical  inspection  and  treatment. 

The  teachers  have  been  as  helpful  as  usual  to  doctors,  dentists 
and  nurses.  If  it  is  not  invidious  to  make  comparisons,  it  may 
be  fairly  said  that  from  their  position  the  most  helpful  agents  are 
district  nurses,  who  get  into  the  intimacy  of  the  homes  in  a 
manner  available  to  no  one  else,  and  through  this  probably  have 
a greater  influence  over  parents  in  the  matter  of  the  care  of 
children  than  any  other  person  could  gain.  As  the  nurses  realise 
more  fully  the  strength  of  their  position,  so  will  the  advantages 
of  the  system  in  this  County  become  more  obvious. 
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Blind,  Deaf,  Defective  and  Epileptic  Children. 

A numerical  return  of  these  children  is  given  in  Table  111  at 
the  end  of  this  report. 

Blind  Children. 

The  number  of  blind  children  who  have  been  “ ascertained 
by  the  medical  staff  is  10,  9 of  whom  are  at  certified  schools  for 
the  blind.  The  total  between  5 and  16  years  under  observation 
by  the  active  County  Association  for  the  blind  is  stated  as 
22,  distributed  as  follows  : — 

At  certified  blind  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Returned  from  such  schools  on  account  of  having  too  much  sight 

or  bad  habits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

At  home,  too  ill  for  admission  to  a blind  school  ...  ...  ...  2 

With  some  sight  and  now  at  work  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

In  Poor  Law  Institution  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

With  some  sight  and  in  attendance  at  an  elementary  school  to  14 

years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Awaiting  special  examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Since  dead  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

22 

There  are,  in  addition,  many  children  with  more  or  less 
defective  vision  who  are  at  a disadvantage,  particularly  in  the 
matter  of  ordinary  school  work.  Three  such  cases  have  been 
particularly  reported  by  the  ophthalmic  surgeon  with  recom- 
mendations for  their  admission  to  a school  for  myopic  children  : 
the  only  school  of  this  type  in  our  neighbourhood  is  the  day 
school  in  Bristol,  in  connection  with  which  some  children  are 
already  boarded  out.  At  the  present  time  there  are  no  vacancies 
in  this  school,  but  suggestions  for  its  enlargement  have  been 
made,  and  such  extension  might  be  expedited  if  the  Bristol 
Authority  were  approached  with  a view  to  the  admission  of  cases 
from  this  County. 

An  alternative  course  would  be  an  extension  of  the  scope  of 
the  School  of  Industry  for  the  Blind,  where  there  are  already 
children  with  varying  degrees  of  sight  up  to  the  totally  blind. 
Such  a proposal  would  have  the  advantage  of  making  provision 
for  all  degrees  of  defective  vision  beyond  those  which  can  be  so 
far  corrected  by  glasses  as  to  enable  the  children  to  remain  in 
the  elementary  school,  and  of  rendering  grading  of  children  in 
the  special  school  more  completely  practicable. 

Deaf. 

The  Committee  are  maintaining  14  children  in  a special 
school,  and  there  are  a further  9 under  observation,  6 of  them 
under  7 years  of  age. 
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Mentally  Defective. 

Though  it  has  proved  jiracticable  to  provide  for  only  two 
mentally  defective  children  in  a special  school,  the  work  of 
ascertainment  has  been  carried  out  very  thoroughly.  The  results 
are  set  out  shortly  in  the  following  statement  : — 


Total  Number  Examined 

Number 
7-16  yrs 
on  31s< 
Dec.  1924 

Dead 

and 

Left 

County. 

Number 
overlGyrs 
on  31s< 
Dec.  1924 

To  31  st 
Dec.,  1923 

1924 

To  31s< 
Dec.  1924 

Children  Suitable  for  In- 
struction in  a Public 
Elementary  School 

77 

8 

85 

38 

1 

46 

Special  Class... 

72 

3 

75 

19 

2 

54 

Special  Day  School 

66 

2 

68 

24 

3 

41 

Special  Res.  School 

136 

14 

150 

60 

10 

80 

Other  Special  Schools 

11 

2 

13 

7 

— 

6 

Children  U nsuitable  for 
Instruction  in  a Special 
School 

87 

13 

100 

44 

25 

31 

Total  Children  specially 

examined 

419 

42 

491 

192 

41 

258 

During  the  period  1st  January,  1924,  to  31st  December, 
1924,  13  children  were  specially  examined  and  certified  to  be 
unsuitable  for  instruction  in  a Special  School.  These  children 
were  classified  as  follows  : — 

Imbeciles  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Feeble-minded  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

13 


The  100  children  who  have  been  specially  examined  and 
reported  by  the  Certifying  Officers  to  be  unsuitable  for  instruction 
in  a special  school  are  classified  as  follows  : — 


Idiots  

13 

Imbeciles 

48 

Feeble-minded  ... 

12 

Dead  (24)  and  Left  County  (3) 

—73 

27 

100 

Provision  has  been  made  by  the  Joint  Committee  for  the 
care  of  18  of  these  cases  in  Institutions  : 4 are  in  Asylums,  4 in 
Poor  Law  Institutions,  and  47  have  been  left  at  home  under 
observation. 
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There  remain  21  children  (seven  under  7 years  of  age)  not  in 
attendance  at  a public  elementary  school  to  be  examined  as 
opportunity  offers.  The  number  still  between  the  ages  of  7 and 
16  years  on  31st  December,  1924,  regarded  as  suitable  for  a 
special  class  or  school  was  103,  which  is  now  almost  a constant 
figure.  Of  these  70  are  in  attendance  at  an  elementary  school, 
as  they  do  not  seriously  interfere  with  the  instruction  of  the  other 
children,  and  may  be  able  to  profit  to  some  degree. 

Until  more  accommodation  is  available  it  will  be  impractic- 
able to  make  provision  for  these  children  in  a special  school. 

Epileptic. 

The  number  of  children  examined  by  the  iSchool  Medical 
Inspectors  and  reported  to  suffer  from  epileptic  fits  is  32,  26 
being  in  attendance  at  a school  and  6 suffering  so  seriously  as  to 
make  it  desirable  they  should  not  attend.  There  are  6 further 
children  not  in  attendance  at  any  school  awaiting  examination 
as  opportunity  offers,  making  k total  of  38. 

No  children  are  being  maintained  in  a special  school. 

Physically  Defective  Children. 

A statement  of  the  numbers  of  children  suffering  from 
certain  physical  defeats  has  been  given  in  the  section  dealing 
with  orthopaedic  treatment.  The  following  is  a summary  of 
the  register,  compiled  from  returns  from  the  school  attendance 
officers,  of  children  in  the  County  who  are  not  in  attendance  at 
any  elementary  school  : — 

CHILDREN  NOT  IN  ATTENDANCE  AT  SCHOOL. 


Aye 

G 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Total . 

Mentally  Defective 

,,, 

3 

7 

2 

7 

7 

17 

9 

9 

G 

G7 

Delicate  ... 

— 

12 

1 

5 

4 

12 

5 

G 

5 

50 

Cri  pples  ... 

. . . 

5 

8 

- 

1 

3 

1 

i 

2 

3 

24 

Paralysis  ... 

. . . 

i 

3 

- 

4 

I 

3 

i 

1 

5 

19 

Other  Defects 

. . . 

- 

1 

- 

3 

— 

5 

4 

3 

2 

18 

Tuberculosis 

- 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

5 

12 

Epileptics 

. . . 

- 

2 

- 

2 

2 

3 

- 

2 

i 

12 

Blind  (or  Partial) 

2 

2 

1 

1 

- 

3 

2 

- 

i 

12 

Deaf  and  Dumb  (or 

Partial) 

2 

4 

1 

1 

- 

— 

l 

— 

— 

9 

Heart 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

3 

7 

Tota  1 

... 

13 

41 

5 

2li 

17 

47 

25 

25 

31 

230 

Efforts  are  made  to  get  the  children  into  convenient  schools 
for  medical  examination,  and  most  have  been  seen  either  in  the 
schools  or  in  their  own  homes.  As  far  as  practicable  endeavours 
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are  made  to  secure  effective  treatment  especially  of  the 
physically  defective,  so  that,  if  possible,  the  respective  children 
may  have  the  advantage  of  instruction. 


Miscellaneous  Work. 

Amongst  other  work  undertaken  during  J 924  was  the 
following  : — 

l. — Eiglity-six  bursars,  pupil  teachers,  etc.,  were  examined 


and  were  classed  as  follows  : — 

A 1. — Free  from  physical  defect  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

A 2. — In  good  health,  but  with  some  defect  not  likely  to  shorten 

the  full  term  of  service  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

B 1. — in  good  health,  but  with  some  permanent  defect  likely  to 

shorten  the  full  term  of  service  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

B 2. — In  good  health,  but  with  some  defect  likely  to  interfere  to 

some  extent  with  efficiency  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

B 3. — Temporarily  in  sub-normal  health,  but  may  make  a good 

recovery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

C.  — Those  whose  physical  condition  is  such  as  to  make  them 

unfit  for  the  teaching  profession  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


2. — In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  laid  down  in  their  Circular  1.169,  of  9th  July,  1920, 
twelve  Supplementary  Teachers  were  medically  examined  and 


were  classed  as  follows  : — 

A 1. — Free  from  physical  defect  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

A 2. — In  good  health,  but  with  some  defect  not  likely  to  shorten 

the  full  term  of  service  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

B 1. — In  good  health,  but  with  some  permanent  defect  likely  to 

shorten  the  full  term  of  service  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

B 2. — In  good  health,  but  with  some  defect  likely  to  interfere 

to  some  extent  with  efficiency  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

B 3. — Temporarily  in  sub-normal  health,  but  may  make  a good 

recovery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  y 

C.  — Those  whose  physical  condition  is  such  as  to  make  them 

unfit  for  the  teaching  profession  ...  ...  ...  ...  y 


3. — Twenty-two  specimens  of  hair  were  examined  for  the 
spores  of  ringworm,  which  were  found  in  fourteen  cases. 


Secondary  Schools, 

During  1924  visits  during  each  of  the  three  terms  were  paid 
to  all  the  Secondary  Schools  by  Dr.  Sarah  Wilson  and  Dr.  Blake, 
the  former  examining  the  girls  and  the  latter  the  boys,  approxi- 
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mately  one-quarter  of  their  time  being  occupied  in  this  work. 


numbers  of  children  examined 

were  : — 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Entrants 

274 

284 

558 

12 — 13  years 

96 

108 

204 

13—14  .,  

287 

210 

497 

14—15  

286 

232 

518 

15—16  „ 

193 

148 

341 

1,136 

982 

2,118 

“ Specials  ” (excluding  183  examined  as 
“ routine  ”)  ... 

150 

131 

281 

T otals 

1,286 

1,113 

...  2,399 

Taken  as  a whole,  the  Secondary  School 

children  suffer  from 

fewer  defects  than  do  those  in  the  Elementary  Schools,  though 
the  differences  in  general  are  not  great  ; the  two  conditions  in 
which  the  Secondary  School  children  are  at  a disadvantage  are 
vision,  to  the  extent  of  about  20  per  cent.,  and  poor  formation  of 
the  chest  amongst  the  girls.  Only  four  cases  of  infectious  skin 
diseases  were  found,  but  nearly  7 per  cent,  of  the  girls  had 
pediculosis  on  their  hair  ; the  proportion  amongst  284  girl 
entrants  was  13.4  per  cent.,  and  at  each  year  from  12  years 
onward  9.3  per  cent.,  3.3  per  cent.,  4.3  per  cent,  and  2.0  percent. 

The  following-up  of  those  in  need  of  attention  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Head  Masters  : they  take  much  trouble  in  ensuring 
that  the  children  have  treatment  and  are  good  enough  to  send 
me  reports.  These  were  sent  with  respect  to  200  children  during 
the  year,  and  from  them  it  appears  that  63  per  cent,  had  had 
satisfactory  treatment  within  about  one  month  of  the  inspection. 
By  the  time  of  the  next  visit  of  the  School  Medical  Inspector 
90  per  cent,  had  had  more  or  less  effective  treatment.  The 
arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  special  cases  under  scheme 
have  been  very  useful  in  many  instances. 

Addresses  on  Milk. 

During  1924  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee 
made  arrangements  with  the  National  Milk  Publicity  Council  to 
carry  out  an  intensive  milk  propaganda  in  the  County,  and  in 
connection  therewith  an  address  was  given  by  one  of  the  Lady 
Demonstrators  in  each  of  the  schools  in  the  County,  City  and 
Cheltenham,  A total  of  735  such  addresses  were  delivered.  The 
points  more  particularly  emphasised  by  the  lecturers  were  the 
value  of  milk  as  a food,  the  need  for  care  of  it  in  the  home,  and 
the  importance  of  cleanliness  in  all  stages  from  its  production 
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to  its  use.  The  food  value  was  very  happily  demonstrated  by 
a card  model  of  a milk  bottle  with  fairies  representing  protein, 
fat,  sugar,  minerals  and  vitamins  ; these  fairies  were  first  shown 
with  articles  of  food  particularly  containing  their  respective 
elements — lean  meat,  butter,  sugar,  salts  and  green  food — and 
it  was  then  explained  that  each  constituent  was  in  milk.  In  turn 
the  fairies  were  accordingly  attached  to  the  model  bottle,  and  in 
the  end  it  was  thus  demonstrated  why  milk  was  a complete  food, 
and  its  very  great  value  as  an  accessory  foodstuff. 

After  the  address  essays  were  written  by  the  children  : the 
best  were  selected  by  the  Head  Teachers  and  were  sent  to  the 
National  Milk  Publicity  Council,  each  of  the  children  receiving  a 
certificate  from  the  Council.  The  Council  then  gave  a gold 
medal  to  the  child  writing  the  best  of  the  selected  essays. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  suggest  a more  delightful  manner  of 
teaching  what  is  by  no  means  an  easy  subject — the  broad  con- 
stitution of  food  and  the  value  of  each  constituent,  and  the 
copy  of  the  model  which  was  given  to  each  school  by  the  Milk 
Council  must  be  very  useful  to  the  Head  Teachers.  That  the 
lectures  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  given  were  greatly 
appreciated  was  amply  evidenced  by  the  expressions  of  gratitude 
received  by  the  Lady  Demonstrators. 

An  address  on  these  lines  each  term  would  be  a very  useful 
item  of  instruction  for  the  children  as  part  of  the  instruction  on 
general  health  matters. 


TABLE  A. 

SCHOOLS  CLOSED  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  DURING  1924 
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PEDICULOSIS. — Following-up,  1924. 
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TABLE  I. 

RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 


A— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections: 

Entrants  ... 

3,G46 

Intermediates 

4,252 

Leavers  ... 

3,794 

Total  ... 

11,092 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections... 

— 

B— OTH E R I NSPECT IONS 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 

1 ,574 

Number  of  Re-Inspections 

7,088 

Total  ... 

8,602 
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NUMBER  OF  INDIVIDUAL  CHILDREN  FOUND  AT  ROUTINE 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT  (EXCLUDING 
UNCLEANLINESS  AND  DENTAL  DISEASES). 


GROUP  III— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  & THROAT. 
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’ABLE  A. 

HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHS,  GLOUCESTERSHIRE,  1923. 

Averages  for  County  Areas,  190940  (as  given  by  Drs.  Tuxford  and  Glegg). 


HEIGHTS. 

WEIG 

HTS. 

Boys. 

G 

TRLS. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Ages. 

No. 

examined. 

Centi- 

metres. 

Inches. 

County 

Average, 

138,928 

No. 

examined. 

Centi- 

metres. 

Inches. 

County 

Average, 

138,686. 

No. 

examined. 

Kilo- 

grammes. 

lbs. 

County 

Average, 

138,928. 

No. 

examined. 

Kilo- 

grammes. 

lbs. 

County 

Average, 

138,686. 

3-4 

19S 

95.5 

37. 6 

36 . 65 

159 

95 

37.4 

36.2 

198 

15.4 

34.0 

32.9 

158 

15.0 

33.1 

32.0 

4—5 

485 

100.5 

39.6 

3S.8 

434 

99.5 

39.2 

39.05 

482 

16.6 

36. 6 

36 . 3 

432 

16.3 

36.0 

35.1 

5-6 

763 

107 

42.0 

40.6 

702 

106 

41. S 

40.6 

763 

IS. 3 

40.2 

39.0 

701 

17.8 

39.2 

38.0 

6-7 

29S 

112 

44.3 

42. S 

310 

111 

43.7 

42.5 

299 

20.0 

44.0 

42.7 

311 

19.3 

42.5 

41.3 

7-S 

134 

118 

46.5 

45.4 

143 

11S 

46.6 

45.1 

134 

22.0 

48.4 

47.3 

143 

21.5 

47.4 

45.5 

8-9 

1,758 

123 

4S.5 

47.05 

1,GU9 

123 

48.4 

46. 

1,756 

24.3 

52.6 

51.4 

1,662 

23.4 

51.5 

49.0 

9-10 

260 

127 

50.1 

49.8 

269 

126 

49.6 

49. 

261 

25.8 

57.0 

57.0 

268 

24.9 

55.0 

55.3 

10-11 

69 

132 

52.2 

51.2 

89 

132 

52.0 

51. 

69 

23.8 

63.4 

61.2 

88 

28 . 6 

63.0 

59.4 

11-12 

61 

i3e 

53.7 

53.2 

67^ 

139 

54.6 

53. 

61 

30.8 

68.0 

67.  S 

67 

31.1 

68.5 

66.8 

12-13 

1,501 

141 

55.6 

55.2 

1,487 

143 

56.5 

54. 

1,505 

33.4 

73.8 

73.4 

1,487 

34.4 

76.0 

74.6 

13-14 

371 

145 

57.0 

56.1 

361 

14S 

58.5 

57. 

369 

36.1 

79.5 

77.85 

358 

37.4 

82.4 

81.1 

14-15 

25 

147 

57.9 

58.2 

33 

151 

59.6 

59.1 

1 

25 

37.5 

82.8 

84.5 

33 

40.2 

88.6 

88.5 

/ 


TABLE  D. 

TREATMENT  OF  DENTAL  DEFECTS. 

Results  from  Commencement  of  Scheme. 


First  Inspection 
1915-16 

Age  6 — S years 

Second  Inspection 
1917-18 

Age  6-10  years 

Third  Inspection 
1919-21 

Age  6-10  years 

Fourth  Inspection* 
1921-22 

Age  6-10  years 

Fifth  Inspection 
1922-23 

Age  6-10  years 

S ixtli  I nS'pectio  n 

1923 

Age  6 — 10  years 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  coil. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

Xo.  of  Departments 

364 

— 

123 

- 

452 

— 

452 

— 

445 

— 

439 

— 

Xo.  on  Registers  ... 

34,873 

- 

12,167 

- 

42,065 

- 

41,948 

— 

41,255 

— 

41,119 

— 

INSPECTION. 

Children  due  for  examination 

8,518 

24.4 

5,43S 

44.7 

IS, 927 

45.0 

18,489 

44.1 

18,183 

44.0 

17,381 

42.2 

of  No.  on  Registers 

„ examined 

7,877 

92.5 

5,110 

94.0 

16,936 

89.5 

16,482 

89.1 

16,060 

S8.3 

15,278 

87.9 

of  No.  due  for  Examination 

„ requiring  treatment 

4,176 

53.0 

2,673 

52.3 

10,300 

60.9 

10,341 

62.9 

9,S92 

61 .5 

9,709 

63.6 

of  No.  examined 

TREATMENT. 

Children  treated  by  School  Dentist 

2,274 

54.4 

1,600 

59.8 

6,144 

59.6 

5,605 

54.2 

5,339 

54.0 

5,495 

56.5 

of  No.  requiring  treatment 

„ „ Dentist  privately 

51 

1.2 

27 

1.0 

270 

2.6 

64 

.6 

39 

.4 

34 

.4 

„ absent  and  left  ... 

353 

8.5 

194 

7.3 

765 

7.4 

203 

2.0 

83 

.8 

116 

1.2 

Balance  not  accepting  treatment  ... 

1,498 

35.9 

852 

31.9 

3,121 

30.4 

4,469 

43.2 

4,431 

44.8 

4,064 

41.9 

.. 

Casuals  treated 

216 

— 

136 

— 

785 

— 

778 

— 

792 

— 

982 

— 

‘Treatment  given  on  day  of  Inspection  from  June  1921  onwards  (part  4th  Rd.)  (See  also  Group  IV  of  Table  IV). 


TABLE  B. 

SCHOOLS  CLOSED  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  DURING  192b 


By  R.D.O. 
and 

Managers 

S 1 
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1 1 

1 1 
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Colds  and  Coughs  . 


TABLE  C. 
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Fines :— 4-10/- ; 2—7/6;  3-5/-;  1—3/6;  9—2/6;  4-1/-. 

The  average  number  of  visits  paid  by  School  Nurses  to  Schools  for  Pediculosis  Examinations  during 
the  year  was  four.  (Sec  also  Group  V on  Table  IV) 


TABLE  C. 

TREATMENT  OF  DENTAL  DEFECTS. 

Results  from  Commencement  of  Scheme. 


First  Inspection 
1915-16 

Age  6-8  years 

Second  Inspection 
1917-18 

Age  6-10  years 

Third.  Inspection 
1919-21 

Age  6-10  years 

Fourth  Inspection* 
Mar.,  1921  -Mar.,  1922 
Age  6-10  years 

Fifth  Inspection 
Feb.,  1922—  Feb.,  1923 
Age  6-10  years 

Sixth  Inspection 

Feb.  to  Dec.,  1923 
Age  6 — 10  years 

Seventh  Inspectiin 

Jan . to  Nov.,  1924 

Aged  6 — 10  years. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent  . 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No.  of  Departments  

364 

— 

123 

— 

452 

— 

452 

- 

445 

- 

439 

— 

433 

— 

No.  on  Registers 

34,873 

— 

12,167 

— 

42,065 

— 

41,948 

— 

41,255 

— 

41,119 

— 

40,264 

— 

INSPECTION. 

Children  due  for  examination 

8,518 

24.4 

5,438 

44.7 

18,927 

45.0 

18,489 

44.1 

18,183 

44.0 

17,381 

42.2 

16,114 

40.0 

of  No.  on  Registers 

„ examined 

7,877 

92.5 

5,110 

94.0 

16,936 

89.5 

16,482 

89.1 

16,060 

88.3 

15,278 

87.9 

14,420 

89.5 

of  No.  due  for  Examination 

„ requiring  treatment 

4,176 

53.0 

2,673 

52.3 

10,300 

60.9 

10,341 

62.9 

9,892 

61.5 

9,709 

63.6 

8,905 

61.7 

of  No.  examined 

TREATMENT. 

Children  treated  by  School  Dentist 

2,274 

54.4 

1,600 

59.8 

6,144 

59.6 

5,605 

54.2 

5,339 

54.0 

5,495 

56.5 

5,419 

60.9 

of  No.  requiring  treatment 

„ „ Dentist  privately 

51 

1.2 

27 

1.0 

270 

2.6 

64 

.6 

39 

.4 

34 

.4 

50 

.6 

„ absent  and  left 

353 

8.5 

194 

7.3 

765 

7.4 

203 

2.0 

83 

.8 

116 

1.2 

41 

.5 

Balance  not  accepting  treatment  . . . 

1,498 

35.9 

852 

31.9 

3,121 

30.4 

4,469 

43.2 

4,431 

44.8 

4,064 

41.9 

i 

3,395 

38.0 



Casuals  treated 

216 

— 

136 

— 

785 

778 

— 

792 



982 

756 

♦Treatment  given  on  day  of  Inspection  from  June  1921  onwards  (part  4th  Rd.)  (See  also  Group  IV  of  Table  IV). 


TABLE  I. 

RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 
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